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SUMMING UP NSFC WORK AND PROMOTING THE
DEVELOPMENT AND PROSPERITY OF BASIC RESEARCH
——SUMMARY OF THE 4TH PLENARY NSFC MEETING

The Editorial Department of Bulletin of NSFC
Abstract

The 4th plenary NSFC committee meeting 1s an important meeting held on the eve of the
opening of the National Conference of Basic Research Work and at the time when the leading and
other members of the present NSFC committee would soon come to the end of their term of office.
The meeting discussed and raised many major questions concerning the basic research work, the
foundation system and the principles and tasks of foundation committee. The following is a sum-
mary of the main points from among the numerous documents and speeches of the meeting: 1.A
general description of the meeting mainly based on the summing up report by Vice—Chairman Hu
Zhaosen. 2.Progress of NSFC committee work in 1988, that is , the 7 major points of work put for-
ward in the work report by Chairman Tang Aoqing. 3.The understanding of basic research, that is,
a summary of the related statements in the speech by Vice—Chairman Shi Changxu and talks by
other committee members. 4.The role of foundation system and foundation committee in basic re-
search based on the reports, speeches and talks by committee members, including Tang Aoqing and
Shi Changxu; the role is summaried as one of stability, promotion, encouragement and personnel
training. 5.The 1989 work agreed by the meeting after discussion ; (1) to raise high the banner of
basic research; (2) to bring the systematic role of experts into play; (3) to stregthen the manage-
ment of foundation; (4) to add local science foundations; (5) to increase the transparence of work

and actively accept supervision; (6) to sum up work in preparation for the new committee.



